
HCC 2025 Math Challenge 
Exam Rules and Instructions to Participants 

 

 

The following instructions must be carefully read and observed in every detail. 
 

Acknowledgement/Confirmation Letter: Participants should bring their printed Acknowledgement Letter to the 
exam. All participants will be required to sign in and show valid identification upon entering the test center as 
follows: One current form of photo identification with your signature (e.g., driver’s license, passport, school 
identification). Anyone unable to meet these requirements will NOT BE PERMITTED into the testing room. The 
Supervisor has the authority to ban participants with improper identification from testing. Participants who have not 
registered for the exam will not be allowed to test. Walk-ins are NOT accepted. 

 
Exam Room Opens: The exam room will be open at least 10 minutes prior to the start of the exam to allow for 
check-in procedures. Once check-in procedures and verbal instructions are completed the exam will begin. 
Participants will be given the full amount of time to take the exam. Exam times do not include check-in, reading 
of instructions, or the collection of exam materials at the conclusion of exams.  No one will be admitted more 
than fifteen minutes after the session begins. 

 

Personal Belongings: Participants must provide their own pens or pencils. For the HCC 2025 Math Challenge 
Exam, multiple‐choice exams a #2 pencil or HB lead is recommended. Hats, caps, and earphones may not be worn 
during the exam (except for religious observance).  In brief, the only materials you are allowed to have at your desk 
during the exam are writing instruments and a regular, conventional watch.  Any other personal items must be set 
aside (out of the participants’ view) prior to the exam start. 

 
Electronic Devices: All electronic devices (including cell phones) are prohibited. All cell phones must be turned 
off and stowed away during the exam.  In the event that a cell phone is left on and rings during an exam, the proctor 
will be required to report the incident to the Supervisor.  This may result in the participant’s examination being 
disqualified. 

 
Food and Drink: Consumption of any food or beverage is prohibited except for medical situations where the 
Supervisor has provided authorization. 

 
Absence and Late Arrival: No additional time will be given to participants who are absent for part of the exam, 
regardless of the reason for their absence.  If a participant needs to leave the room during the exam, then the exam 
attempt is considered to be complete, and the exam packet (exam and SCANTRON) must be turned into the proctor. 
Once a participant leaves the examination room, they will not be allowed to reenter. 

 
Candidate Number: During on-site registration, participant will receive an Admission Ticket which will contain 
the participant’s candidate number. The candidate number must be written on the SCANTRON sheet.  
Participants should retain their candidate number to check exam results. 

 
Calculators: As previously stated, calculators are not allowed. 

 
Scratch Paper:  Participants are not allowed to bring scratch paper into the exam room.  Blank paper is provided 
for scratch work in the exam book. 

 
Meaning of Questions: Participants may not consult the proctor as to the meaning of any question. 
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Disciplinary Action: Participants must not give or receive assistance of any kind during the exam.  Any cheating, 
any attempt to cheat, assisting others to cheat, or participating therein, or engaging in such improper conduct will 
generally result disqualifying the participant’s examination. 
Examples of improper conduct include but are not limited to: 
 Gaining access to exam questions before the exam. 
 Using an unauthorized calculator or other mechanical aid. 
 Looking in the exam book before the signal to begin is given. 
 Looking at or copying from another candidate’s paper. 
 Enabling another candidate to copy from one’s paper. 
 Talking or otherwise communicating with another candidate during the exam or during read through period. 
 Disturbing other participants during the exam. 
 Taking an exam book or other exam materials from the exams room. 
 Taking or arranging to take an exam for another candidate. 
 Unprofessional and/or unruly behavior towards any staff, supervisors, proctors, or volunteers at any time. 
 Disclosing the contents of an exam to any other person. 
 Presenting false information on an exam application. 
 Accessing or using a communication device (PDA, cell phone, smart watches, etc.) during the exam. 

 
Examination Instructions:  All written computations must be made in the exam books. All answers to multiple‐  
choice questions must be marked on the separate SCANTRON answer sheet during the allotted time.  The proctor 
will announce when 15 minutes and when 2 minutes are remaining.  It is the participant’s responsibility to complete 
the answer sheet within the proper exam time, regardless of whether or not the proctor makes the time remaining 
announcement.  No additional time will be allowed for coding your answers after time has been called.  If a 
participant codes any answers on the SCANTRON form after time is called, the exam will be disqualified. 

 

A candidate’s score will be based on the number of questions answered correctly.  No credit will be given for 
omitted answers, and no credit will be lost for wrong answers.  Before handing in their exam books and 
SCANTRON form, participants should make sure they have legibly written their name and correctly written their 
candidate number on the SCANTRON. 

 
Awards and Recognition: We plan to award the top 15% of participants. The possible awards for student 
participants are as follows: 

1st Place: 2-Week Summer Research Internship + $500 Stipend  
(must be a U.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident in order to receive the stipend)  
2nd Place: Samsung Tablet  
3rd Place: Graphing Calculators 
4th Place: $25 Gift Card  
5th Place: $15 Gift Card  
6th Place: $10 Gift Card  
All contestants will be awarded an HCC 2025 Math Challenge T-Shirt  
Also, there will be a variety of exciting door prizes available during the lunch and entertainment portion of the 
event! Don't miss your chance to win! 

You must be present during the award ceremony to receive an award. 
 

Score Release:  After the awards ceremony, interested participants can inquire about their score on the HCC 2025 
Challenge Exam. 

 
HCC 2025 Math Challenge Program, 4/4/25  
Registration: 8:30 AM – 9:20 AM  
HCC Math Challenge Exam: 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM 
Lunch & Activities: 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM (Lunch will be provided) 
Award Ceremony: 1:00 PM – 2:30 PM (Must be present to win award) 

 
 

Mahmoud Basharat, Dean, Mathematics  
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